Avant-propos / Foreword 


L’exploration des zones bathyale et abyssale au 
large des cotes brdsiliennes a ere inauguree par les 
campagnes ocdanographiques du Hauler (1872) 
er du Challenger (1873), er, s'est pourxuivie timi- 
demenr avec I 'Albatross (1887). Par rapport au 
nomhre d’dcbanrillonn.tges fairs dans d’autres 
bassins oceanographiques du monde, les opera¬ 
tions mences par ces trots bateaux au large du 
Bresil ont etc tres pen nombreuses dans leur 
ensemble : on denombrc un total de 30 dragages 
seulement. Les campagnes realisdcs par la suite 
ont etc surtout consacrces au plateau continental, 
et les rares prospections piofbndes effectuees ont 
un caractere purement aecidentel. Longuement 
attendue, llgxploratioi* du milieu ptofond bresi- 
lien a repris en 19S7- Du 6 mai au 2 join, le 
Marion Dufre.<ni\ bateau appartenant aux 'l’erres 
Australcs et Antarctiqucs franqaiscs, a realise tine 
campagnc au large de la cote sud-est du BrcsiJ : 
TAAb MD55/Bresil 1987. Au cours de cette 
mission, presque efitierement consacree au 
milieu profond, 231 operations a la nier, sur 67 
stations, ont ete realisees jusqifa Une profondeur 
de 5 155 indues. Le ires riche maieriel zoolo- 
gique recoltd, dont Une grande partie reste encore 
i etudier, a donne lieu a une serie de publications 
dans lesqueHc.S plusieurs nonvelles especes ont ere 
deentes et de nombreuses nouvelles repartitions 
ctablies. A la suite de ces publications, les 
connaissances sur la faunc profonde de 
rAtlantique sud occidental ont etd considerable- 
tnent elargies. 

II est bien coniiii que ^organisation d’Une cam- 
pagne oedanographique bi-nationale, avec tons 
les obstacles a franchir, constiiue un enjeu de 
taille. Cimduirc I’eiureprise de fa<,on & ce que 
chaque panic y trouve son coinpte doit repondre 
a des imperatifs t|iie, mieux qiic quiconque, ont 
sti expliciter les orgamsateurs de la cainpagne, les 
Professeurs Alain Guille (dirccteUr de I’Obser- 
vatoire oceanologique de Banyuls-sur-Mer) et 
Jeanete Maron Ramos (chancelier de I Univer¬ 
sidade Santa Ursula, Rio de Janeiro) : « La cam- 


The exploration of the bathyal and abyssal zones 
along the Brazilian coast was intiated by the 
oceanographic expedition of rhe Hassler (1872) 
and the Challenger (1873), followed by the 
Albatross (1887)- Together those three expedi¬ 
tions secured only 30 samples from the Brazilian 
deep sea bed. Such a small number of samples 
dramatically contrasts with the huge amount of 
dredging activities conducted in ocean basins in 
other pares of the world at the same time. The 
cruises that followed were restricted to the conti¬ 
nental shelf and sampling carried out iti deep 
waters Was purely occasional. 

Much overdued, the exploration of rhe Brazilan 
deep sea waters was continued in 1987. From 
May 6 to June 2 the Marion Dufresne, vessel 
belonging to the TAAB (terres Australcs et 
Antarctiquex feminists), carried out an oceano¬ 
graphic cruise along the southeastern Brazilian 
coast, TAAF AID55/ Brazil. During this cruise, 
almost entirely devoted to the deep waters, 251 
operations in 67 stations were undertaken to a 
depth of 5155 meters. The rich material obtai¬ 
ned, of which a large parr remains to be studied, 
has yielded a series of publications in which 
many new species are described and new records 
are reported. As a result our knowledge ol the 
deep water Luma of the Southwestern Atlantic 
has been Considerably expanded. 

It is well known that the organization of any 
binationff oceanographic expedition is not an 
easy task. Mutual understanding as a result of a 
longtime friendship, however, can surmount all 
obstacles, as best expressed by professors Alain 
Guille (director of the Observatoire occanolo- 
giqtie ot Banyuts-Sur-Mer) and Jeanere Maron 
Ramos (Chancelor of the Universidade Santa 
Ursula, Rio de Janeiro), who organized rhe expe¬ 
dition: ’’T he MD55 is a result ot a Solid friend¬ 
ship of around twenty years that gradually 
carried over to the researchers in our respective 
environments: on the Brazilian side the 
Universidade Santa Ursula, and the Paris 
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pagnc MD55 esr le fruit longtemps espere d’une 
solidc amide scientifiqti? dune vingtaine 
d’anndes a laquelic se sont progressivement agrc- 
ges des chercheurs de nos environnements res- 
pectifs : coni brcsdien I’Univcrsidadc Santa 
Ursula, cote francais pnncipalcrnent le Museum 
a Paris et le Lahoratoiie Arago de Banvuls. » 

Le Bulletin (lit Museum mninnal d'Hhtoirc k am- 
rel/e, Paris, aujourd’hui Zoosystema, a ddja 
accueilli plusieurs publications faisaiu etat des 
collections MD55. Le present fascicule, done, est 
Line nouvelle preuve de I'interet que ce perio- 
diqtie continue & porter a la divulgation des 
resultats obtenus grace aux riches collections pro! 
venant des eaux pro ion des de !'At [antique sud- 
occidental. Les crusrac^s constituent le seul 
groupe zoologiqtte train! : cirri pedes (Paulo S, 
Young, Museu Nacional, Rio de Janeiro), tanai- 
daces (Kim Larsen, Macquire University, 
Sydney), eumaces (Les Wailing et Sarah Gerken, 
University of Maine, Walpole), atnphipodes 
(Yoko Wakabara, Universidade Santa Ursula et 
Cristiana S. Serejo. Museu Nacional). et crevettes 
carides (Marcos Tavares, Universidade Santa 
Ursula). A ces cinq articles s ajoure till sixieme 
donnant un conipte rendu des- resultats sciemi- 
fiques de la MD55 publies jusqu’a 1'heure actuel- 
le. 

Le presenr fascicule n’aurait jantais pu voir le 
jour sans la bienveillance de tous ceux qui ont 
accepte de juger ses articles : Claude De Broyer 
(Insritut royal des Sciences naturelles de 
Belgique, Bruxelles), Tenner A. Cliace, Jr. 
(National Museum of Natural History, 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.), 
Alain Crosnier (Museum national d’Histoire 
naturelle, Paris), Graham Edgar (University ot 
Tasmania Hoban), Richard Heard (Gulf Coast 
Research Laboratory, Ocean Springs), Diana S. 
Jones (Western Autralian Museum, Perth), 
James K. Losvry (Australian Museum. Sydney), 
Toshiyitki Yamaguchi (Chiba Universiry), et 
Paulo S. Young (Museu Nacional, Rio de 
Janeiro). Lorsque le projer d’un fascicule a theme 
reunissant des articles stir la MD55 a etc propose 
a Zoosystema , il a tout tie suite reqti le plus cha- 
leureu.v accueil dc la part de Danielle Detaye, 
alors redactnce en chef. 


Museum and the Laboratoire Arago on the 
French side”. 

T he Bulletin du Museum national d’Histoire ruitu- 
rel/e. Paris, now Zoosystema , has already publi¬ 
shed many articles based on the MD55 
collections. The present issue, therefore, is just 
another evidence of the interest that this publica¬ 
tion has in the divulgation of information based 
on the rich collections obtained front die south¬ 
western Atlantic deep-sea bed. Only crustaceans 
are deli with in the five articles included in this 
issue: barnacles (Paulo S. Young, Museu 
Nacional, Rio de Janeiro), tanaidaceans (Kim 
Larsen, Macquire University, Sydney), curaa- 
ceans (Les Wading and Sarah Gerkeu, University 
of Maine, Walpole), amphipods (Yoko 
Wakabara, Universidade Santa Ursula and 
Cristiana -S. Serejo, Museu Nacional), and cari- 
dean shrimps (Marcos Tavares, Universidade 
Santa Ursula). A sixth article gives an account of 
the scientific resuits of the MD55 already publi¬ 
shed. 

The presenr issue would have not been published 
if it were nor for the reviewers: Claude De Broyer 
(Insritut Royal des Sciences Naturelles de 
Belgique, Bruxelles), Tenner A. Chacc, Jr. 
(National Museum of Natural History, 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.), 
Alain Crosnier (Museum national d Histotrc 
naturelle, Paris), Graham Edgar (Universiry of 
Tasmania, Hobart), Richard Heard (Gulf Coast 
Research Laboratory, Ocean Springs), Diana S. 
Jones (Western Autralian Museum, Perth), 
James K. Lowry (Australian Museum, Sydney), 
Toshiyuki Y.tmaguchi (Cldba University), and 
Paulo S. Young (Museu Nacional, Rio de 
Janeiro). Danielle Defaye, then editor in chief, 
very much encouraged the idea ot publishing an 
issue of Zoosystema devoted to the results of the 

MD55. 
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